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This is your synagogue. Know what is happening. Attend the 

annual meeting! Following the annual meeting, a special 

meeting of members will be held to vote on proposed C.B.S. by-

laws amendments. Refreshments will be served after the 

meetings and a 15-minute portion of a recent movie production 

starring our member, Lt. Col. Herb Siegel will be shown. Don’t 

miss this opportunity to spend time with your fellow 

congregants. 

 
President:  Freeda Louthan 502-553-0241  Director: Sandra Byrne 352-586-0119 

Vice President: Melinda Hock 352-689-2253 Director: Fred Jacobs 917-647-0057           

Secretary: Helene Bachmann 310-490-3365 Director: Gloria Blankenship 352-750-0721 

Treasurer: David Englander 352-504-4402 Director: Francine Rizzotto 352-324-6348 

Director: Barry Wright 305-298-5131     

http://BethSholomFlorida.org 

315 North 13th Street 

Leesburg, FL 34748 

(352) 326-3692 

Like us on Facebook 

 

  

  

  

   Tevet / Shevat / Adar 5786 

  

Our Annual Meeting will 

be held in person and on 

Zoom on Sunday, January 

18th, at 11am. 

 
The purpose is to keep you 

informed of the 

accomplishments and future 

of Congregation Beth Sholom. 

It is also when you elect 

officers and directors for their 

term of office. 

http://bethsholomflorida.org/
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Sharon Glass, Dr Gene & Bianka Karger 

 

IMPORTANT DATES   

JANUARY 
6th    Board Meeting 

9th    New Member Shabbat Service 7:00 PM 

11th  Judaism Class 2-4PM 

18th  Annual Meeting 11AM  

24th  Shabbat Morning Service (Tu B’Shevat) 10:00 AM 

 

FEBRUARY 
3rd   Board Meeting 

8th   Judaism Class 2-4PM  

13th Shabbat Service (Board Recognition) 7:00 PM   

15th Game Day 1:00-4:00 PM 

28th Shabbat Morning Service (Purim) 10:00 AM 

 
CELEBRATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS 
JANUARY                                         FEBRUARY 

1/1 David Chasin 2/1 Chris Paprock 

1/10 Helen Jacobs 2/9 Barbara Rupert 

1/10 Matthew Cullen 2/12 Dan Hirschfield 

1/11 Joseph Dowsey 2/17 Hedy Greenfield 

1/11 Ariella Dowsey 2/25 Richard Stone 

1/12 Hailey Dowsey 2/25 Barbara Burton 

1/12 Joni Treibitz   

1/18 Nan Rosenthal   

1/28 Gary Harris   

1/28 Nathan Mularsky   

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

JANUARY                                
1/5 Sharon Glass and Michael Schwartz 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS / DIRECTORS AND SPECIAL MEETING OF 

MEMBERS TO VOTE ON PROPOSED C.B.S. BY-

LAWS AMENDMENTS 

As directed by the By-Laws, our annual meeting will take place on Sunday, January 

18, 2026, at 11 AM. Annual Meetings are important. The purpose is to keep you 

informed of the accomplishments and future of Congregation Beth Sholom. It is also 

when you elect officers and directors for their term of office.  

Following the annual meeting, a special meeting of members will be held to vote on 

proposed C.B.S by-laws amendments. 

The meeting will be held at the synagogue and virtually via Zoom. All members who 

have made a dues payment are encouraged to attend the meeting and participate in 

the election of officers.  

At this year’s meeting we will be electing the Vice President, Treasurer, and 2 

directors.  

• Vice President – Melinda Hock is running for re-election. 

• Treasurer – Dave Englander is running for re-election.  

• Directors Barry Wright and Francine Rizzotto are running for re-election.  

The deadline for nominations for the above offices expired on November 14, 2025. 

With there being no additional nominees for the above said officers' and directors' 

positions, nominations for the officers and directors listed above are closed, and are 

unopposed. Therefore, pursuant to our By-Laws, the persons listed above will be 

reelected to their positions by acclamation at the January 18, 2026 election referred 

to above; and no official ballot will be distributed. (Current By-Laws, Article Six)  

Please be sure to make a dues payment as soon as possible if you have not done so. 

This will keep you as a member in good standing and included in the membership 

directory. A new updated membership directory will be distributed at the annual 

meeting.  

This is your synagogue. Know what is happening. Attend the Annual Meeting!  
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Letter to Congregants from Rabbi Silverman 

Dear Friends, January and February invite us into a quieter 

season—shorter days, cooler mornings, and a pace that 

encourages reflection. In Jewish tradition, winter is not empty 

time; it is gestation time. Beneath the cooler ground, life is 

preparing to emerge. So too in our own lives. Many of you carry 

decades of wisdom, memories, and resilience. You have lived 

through moments of great joy and real loss, and you know that 

renewal does not always announce itself loudly. Sometimes it 

comes gently—through a phone call to an old friend, a warm 

bowl of matza ball soup shared with family, or a familiar 

melody in synagogue that reminds us who we are and where we 

belong. In the past year, we have gained 29 new and returning 

precious members. Our bi-monthly Joyful Shabbat Services are 

filled to the brim with wonderfully sponsored Kiddishes and 

Onegs and Life Cycle Occasions celebrated. Our Wednesday 

Evening Classes on Torah and Rashi are beautifully attended 

with some people having never really studied this way before 

this. Our Classes on Sunday Afternoons are packed and there is 

hardly enough time to cover everything. We have suffered some 

losses and health issues together and have found solace in each 

other. And I have been with you as your Rabbi now for one full 

year and yes, this is a Synagogue that feels like family! These 

months also remind us how precious community is. If you feel 

more isolated during the cooler days, please know that you are 

not alone. Our synagogue is here not only as a place to pray, but 

as a place to be known and cared for. A visit, a conversation, a 

smile in the hallway—these are holy acts. As we move through 

January and February together, may we continue to support 

one another, to find warmth in connection, and to trust that 

even in the winter season, God is quietly preparing blessings 

yet to come. 

With affection and blessings,  

Rabbi Ronald N. “Reuven” Silverman   
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Shabbat Kiddush November 29. 2025 

 

The Shabbat Kiddush on Saturday, November 29 was sponsored by Congregation Beth 

Sholom's own 3 Musketeers; Helene Steinberg, Marlene Steinberg and Susan Goodman. 

Several of the food items were homemade. The fest was enjoyed by everyone. Well done! 

 

Chanukah Service December 20, 2025 
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DONATIONS  

George Cooke in memory of wife Arline. 

 

Karen Salvat in honor of the yahrzeit of her mother Jeanette Wagner. 

 

Myra Efron in memory of her father, Aaron Kingsberg. 

 

Dr Elise Lev and Barbara Burton for sponsoring the Oneg on Friday, November 14 

in honor of the Israeli hostages being released. 

 

Helene & Marlene Steinberg and Susan Goodman for sponsoring the Kiddush on 

Saturday, November 29 in celebration of Life. 

 

Marge Buxbaum for sponsoring the Oneg on Friday, December 12 in celebration of 

her 80th Birthday. 

 

The Board and Congregation for sponsoring the Kiddush for the Saturday, 

December 20 celebration of Chanukah. 

 

General Donations: Elizabeth Morrison, Sheldon & Joan Treibitz, Robert & Sonia 

Baerga Treibitz, Marge Buxbaum, Dr Michael & Diane Levine, David Chasin 

 

Food Bank Donations: Dr. Marnell La Roe Hayes, Renee Silverman (A Lovely 

Ceremony Inc) 

Thank you to our CBS volunteers Barry Wright and Francine Rizzotto. 

 

 

PARKING ALONGSIDE THE BUILDING IS NOW DESIGNATED 

FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ONLY We kindly ask that 

those who are able park in the lot across 13th Street, allowing the 

spaces beside our building to remain available for members and guests 

with mobility needs. 

 

ADD YOUR LOVED ONE TO THE MEMORIAL BOARD Honoring 

the memory of a loved one with a permanent plaque in the sanctuary is a lasting 

and meaningful tribute. The cost of a plaque is $300, or $275 each when purchasing 

two or more. For more information, please contact Dave Englander at 

dhenglander0618–at–gmail.com (replace “–at–” with @) or 352-504-4402. 
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THANK YOU 

Rabbi Silverman: for excellence and devotion in his organizing and leading the 

Shabbat and other services, including arranging for the occasional assistance of 

Rabbi Michael Asher, whom we also thank for his wonderful work; and thanks to 

Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes, our gabbai, and Dr. Elise Lev, our assistant gabbai, for 

all of their assistance in the services and in their preparation. 

Also, thank you to Rabbi Silverman, for his ongoing monthly Judaism classes, 

weekly Torah study Zoom classes, and his updates concerning Israel news and other 

matters. 

 

Barry Wright: for scheduling and coordinating police for security for our services 

and other events; and for other ongoing functions, including work / arranging 

repairs as needed on our IT (webcam, microphones, etc.) equipment, helping with 

setup for services, obtaining a rack for our forms kept in the sanctuary; and other 

matters to keep the synagogue in good function. 

 

Robin Vizer, Francine and Chip Rizzotto, and Barry Wright, for assisting with the 

setup for the Chanukah service kiddush on Dec. 20, and with the Chanukah / 

Judaica items distribution to members during the November services.  

 

Francine Rizzotto: (We are sharing the following explanation prepared by Francine 

at Freeda’s request; as Francine’s dedication is remarkable).  After the high 

holidays this year, Francine noticed that the Rimmonim were very dirty.  She 

brought them home and over the next couple of weeks she took great care and 

polished them. Then she realized that, as we only use them once a month, they 

needed to be protected from the air which helps to tarnish the silver; so, she then 

purchased silver-impregnated bags made especially for silver pieces. (CBS 

reimbursed her).  So, each set of Rimmonim now have a bag in which to be stored 

between services.  At the beginning of each Saturday service, when Francine knows 

the Torah’s will be used, she removes one set and put them on the stand inside the 

Ark so that they are ready to be put on top of the Torah scrolls. After the service, 

before she leaves, Francine then wipes them down with a special cloth and puts 

them back in their protective bags. (Francine said: “When I saw how dirty they 

were, I thought of my mother, who was sitting on my shoulder, and said Francine, 

those need to be cleaned!”). Francine’s goal is to have them stay nice and shiny 

throughout the year, and, hopefully, she won’t have to do the big cleaning again. 
 

Fred Jacobs, for chairing the By-Laws amendments committee, and Dan Hirschfeld, 

Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes, and Dave Englander, for serving on the committee. 
 

Melinda Hock, for her excellence, skill, and dedication in preparing the Shofar and 

in updating our website. 
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Dave Englander: obtaining a new safe deposit box for our master documents / keys 

and to Helene Bachmann for being the second signer / keyholder to our safe deposit 

box; several revisions made by Dave needed to our Membership and Aliyah lists due 

to recent influx of new members. 

 

Susan Kaplan, for offering to assist C.B.S. with a possible grant program. 

 

Enid Schibuk, for offering to conduct a charity drive, through donations of her 

original paintings, to raise charity funds; this is in the planning stage. 

 

Judy and Neil Schulman, member, and Shari Appell (of Leesburg), for donating 

Chanukah and Judaica items, many of which were then distributed, with the 

donors’ approval, to C.B.S. members. 

 

Francine Rizzotto, Helene Bachmann, Robin Vizer, Arlene Gibbs, and others who 

provide kitchen/food assistance for our services.  Francine and Chip Rizzotto for 

heading, coordinating and performing the ongoing kitchen and food responsibilities. 

 

Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes, for repairing the torah gartles.  

 

Barry Wright, Gloria Blankenship, and Francine Rizzotto for reorganizing the table 

in the back of the sanctuary; and for reorganizing the bulletin board (which Barry 

will replace with a larger one and move to a different location) in the social hall. 

 

Gloria Blankenship, chair of the welcome/membership committee, and committee 

members: Andrea Kraft, Sandy Byrne, and Robin Vizer, for their ongoing support of 

C.B.S. in these endeavors. 

 

Linda Kost for offering assistance with Zoom / IT equipment information, member 

emails, phone calls, and website assistance and advice as needed; due to her 

extensive knowledge from years of work on the C.B. S. board before moving out of 

state. 

 

Dave Englander and Freeda Louthan, for providing photos of our sanctuary 

before/after services, and of our social hall activities to Melinda for use in our 

Shofar and on our website. 

 

Helene Bachmann for updating the yahrzeit lists and preparing them for 

publication in the Shofar. 

 

Helene Steinberg, and her sisters, Marlene Steinberg, and Susan Goodman, for 

organizing the Nov. 23 game day, and for food brought. 
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Melinda Hock, for covering for Freeda Louthan at the Nov. 29 service, when Freeda 

had young grandchildren in town. 

 

Gloria Blankenship, for following up with members regarding dues payment. 

 

Dave Englander, for arranging for the HVAC units to be checked; and Freeda 

Louthan, for attending our pest control service appointment. 

 

The Villages Daily Sun, The Leesburg Daily Commercial, and the Jewish Heritage 

newspapers for articles concerning our synagogue. 

 

Andrea Kraft for her ongoing work of receiving orders for the 2026 Mah Jongg cards 

(orders are now open through Jan 25, 2026); for which we receive funds that we use 

for charitable purposes.   

 

Barbara Burton for her ongoing work in receiving / coordinating of sponsors for 

onegs and kiddushes; and for providing information about a potential new fund-

raising project. 

 

To the membership for providing latkes and other Chanukah foods, and to Barbara 

Burton, for picking up the Chanukah foods, for the December 20 kiddush. 

 

Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes for providing chocolate gelt candy, Dan Hirschfeld for 

providing chocolate marshmallow dreidels, and Robin Vizer for providing cranberry 

orange relish for the latkes, for our Dec. 20 Chanukah kiddush. 

 

Freeda Louthan, Barbara Burton, Rabbi Reuven and Congregation Beth Sholom for 

a joyous celebration of my 80th birthday. With gratitude, Helene Bachmann. 

 

Sandra Byrne for progress in creating a Google Drive system for storing our 

important documents, and for her and Dave Englander for working to implement 

this.  

 

Special thanks from Rabbi Silverman: 

1. To the Congregation for having me as your Rabbi! 

2. To Lenny Steinberg for his Torah Readings! 

3. To the Congregation for the outpouring of personal “Get Wells" to Renee            

Silverman 

4. To Barry for getting the microphones updated all the time and setting up the 

Synagogue. 

5. To Freeda for being a great President. 

6. To Marnell and Elise for being great support to the Rabbi. 

7. To all the participants in the Wednesday Night Classes. 

8. To the Board of Directors who work tirelessly to make this all happen! 
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NAMETAGS ARE AVAILABLE 

Let everyone know who you are with a personalized name 

tag! Tags are just $15 each. Simply mail your check to the 

synagogue along with a note indicating the name you would 

like printed on your tag. For more information, contact Dave 

Englander at 352-504-4402.  

 

Mi Shebeirach 
Director Gloria Blankenship maintains the list of the family and close friends of our 

members who are in need of healing. The list is presented at services. To add new names, 

please send them to Gloria at glostar-at-embarqmail.com (replace –at– with @) or call her at 

352-750-0721. Please remember to let us know when prayers are no longer needed. 

 

SEND A CARD AND SUPPORT THE SYNAGOGUE 
There are many meaningful reasons to send a card—birthdays, 

anniversaries, get well wishes, condolences, or congratulations. Your 

donation not only supports the synagogue but also lets someone know 

you care. Simply mail your donation to the synagogue along with your 

message. For more information, contact Dave Englander at 352-504-

4402. He will send the card on your behalf, and your good wishes will be 

shared in the Shofar. 

SPONSOR AN ONEG SHABBAT OR KIDDUSH  

There are many wonderful reasons to become a sponsor—

celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or special occasion; 

honoring the memory of a loved one; or simply enjoying Shabbat. 

Of course, no reason is required beyond the willingness to take a 

turn. Sponsorship doesn’t have to be done alone—you can invite 

a friend or a group of friends to co-sponsor with you. Sponsors 

provide the refreshments, while the shul supplies the challah, 

wine, paper goods, and plasticware. To reserve your date, please 

contact Barbara Burton at beburton43–at–yahoo.com (replace “–at–” with @) or 602-603-

1688. 

EXPLANATION OF DATES ON YAHRZEIT LIST We give our members 

the option to observe yahrzeit on the secular date (the actual date of passing) or the Hebrew 

date. If there is no Hebrew date next to a name, it is because their family prefers to observe 

yahrzeit on the secular calendar date. To add a loved one to the yahrzeit list, contact 

Helene Bachmann and provide the names and relationship of the congregant and relative, 

and the actual date of passing including the year. Please indicate whether you wish to 

observe yahrzeit on the secular or Jewish date. Contact Helene at helenebachmann –

at– hotmail.com (replace –at– with @) or 310-490-3365  

http://hotmail.com/
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IN MEMORIAM:  THE FOLLOWING YAHRZEITS ARE OBSERVED 
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CBS Donation to Leesburg Food Bank 

 

CBS received $2,615 from the National Mah Jongg League for 2025 card purchases 

by CBS members and friends. A large portion of the received funds was donated to 

the Leesburg Food Bank. Francine Rizzotto, Dave Englander, and Barry Wright 

presented the check to food bank officials. 
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Do You Play Mah Jongg? Please ask your friends to order their cards 

through us. The Synagogue receives a donation based on the number of cards we 

order. Every card makes a difference! Prices are the same as last year $15 for the 

large card and $14 for the standard (smaller) card. 

  Order your 2026 Mah Jongg Cards  

Part of the proceeds benefit the Leesburg Food Bank. 

Orders should be received by January 25, 2026 

 
Have you ordered from Congregation Beth Sholom before:  YES   NO  

If no, have you received cards by mail from the Mah Jongg league in the past:   YES   NO 

Name:     _________________________________   

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________  Email___________________________ 

Number of Standard (small) Cards @$14______          Number of Large Print Cards @$15_____  

Make checks payable to:  Congregation Beth Sholom 

 

Mail to:  Andrea Kraft                                

    1298 N. Hunt Club Drive                          

    Hernando, FL  34442                                  

 

Order your 2026 Mah Jongg Cards  

Part of the proceeds benefit the Leesburg Food Bank. 

Orders should be received by January 25, 2026 

 
Have you ordered from Congregation Beth Sholom before:  YES   NO  

If no, have you received cards by mail from the Mah Jongg league in the past:   YES   NO 

Name:     _________________________________   

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________  Email___________________________ 

Number of Standard (small) Cards @$14______          Number of Large Print Cards @$15_____  

Make checks payable to:  Congregation Beth Sholom 

 

Mail to:  Andrea Kraft                                

    1298 N. Hunt Club Drive                          

    Hernando, FL  34442                                  
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 NINA BLUM, MD and 

KENNETH STARK, M.D.  
Arthritis & Joint Disease Specialist 

Board Certified Rheumatologist     Osteoporosis Center 

Vista Square 

1613 Banning Beach Road 

Tavares, FL 32778 
352-343-7735 
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