March / April 2020
Adar / Nisan / Iyar 5780
http://BethSholomFlorida.org
(352) 326-3692

Rabbi Karen Allen
386-254-2773

Celebrate Purim and Passover with Congregation Beth Sholom
On Friday, March 13th at 7 pm we
will combine our Shabbat Service
with a Purim Celebration.
We will sing Purim songs throughout
the service and will read the Megillah
towards the end of the service.
Come in costume or wear a hat! Our Oneg following the service will
include the traditional hamentaschen in addition to other delicious
refreshments.
Our 2nd night Passover Seder, led by Rabbi Allen, will be held on
Thurday, April 9th.
Deanna’s Catering is providing a Kosher Seder
meal.
This very special event always brings our
congregation family together in song and
celebration.
Make your reservation now! (see p. 6)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT:

Andrea Kraft
352-513-3517

VICE PRESIDENT:

Linda Kost
352-315-0309

SECRETARY:

Fred Jacobs
352-633-0500

TREASURER:

Dave Englander
352-504-4402

DIRECTORS:

Barry Wright
352-324-1139

Diane Weinbaum
352-636-4911

Ben Solotoroff
352-775-8740
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March 2020 Adar / Nisan 5780
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2 Exploring

3

4

Sisterhood
2 pm
See page 8

Judaism class
4 pm
See page 9

Board Meeting
4:00 pm

Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

6:11

8

9 Exploring

10

Judaism class
4 pm
See page 9

11

12

Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

13Purim &

14

Shabbat Service
& Oneg
7 pm
7:15

15

22

29 Men’s

16 Exploring 17

18

19 Rabbi’s

Judaism class
4 pm
See page 9

Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

Roundtable
1 pm Page 12
Challah
Baking page 8

23 Exploring 24

25 Learn to

26

Judaism class
4 pm
See page 9

read Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

30

20

21

7:19

27

28 Shabbat
7:23

Service
& Kiddush
10:00 am

31

Club

MEN’S CLUB MEETINGS March 29 and April 26
Members & Non Members are always welcome as we continue to establish new friendships.
Our meetings will be held the last Sunday of each month. Times will vary, watch email for
details.
We have elected the following officers:
Ben Solotoroff Pres.
David Litwack Vice Pres.
Bob Marcus Treasurer
Arthur Lubin Corresponding Secretary
For more information contact Ben at Ben Solotoroff at bensolo711 –at– gmail.com (replace –at
– with @) or call him at 352-775-8740.
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April 2020 Nisan / Iyar 5780
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

5

6

7

8

Sisterhood
2 pm
See page 8

Sat
4

7:27

9 Passover

10

11

Seder
See Page 6
7:31

12

13

19

20

14

15

16 Rabbi’s

Board Meeting Learn to read
4 pm
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

Roundtable
1 pm
Page 12

21

23

22
Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

26

27

Men’s Club

28

29

17

18

7:35

24

25
7:39

Shabbat
Service
& Kiddush
10 am

30

Learn to read
Hebrew
4 pm Page 12

SEND A CARD AND SUPPORT THE SYNAGOGUE
There are lots of reasons to send cards:
birthdays, anniversaries, get well, condolences, congratulations.
Your donations can benefit the synagogue and
let someone know you care!
Mail your donation to the synagogue, along with your message.
For more information contact Dave Englander at 352-504-4402.
He will send the card on your behalf,
and your good wishes will appear in the Shofar.

Page 4

THE SHOFAR

Set these words, which I command you this day, upon your heart. Teach them diligently to
your children . . . .
The Sh’ma
Congratulations, charter officers of our Men’s Club: founder Ben Solotoroff, President;
David Litwack, Vice President; Bob Marcus, Treasurer; and Arthur Lubin, Corresponding
Secretary. Yasher ko’ach, may you and the organization of gentlemen of Congregation Beth
Sholom go from strength to strength.
The Sisterhood, too, has been moving non-stop, promoting new activities, and making
congregation events sparkle with delectable food and merriment.
Extraordinary caterer Deanna’s husband and partner, Ken, is recovering well from surgery
performed at the end of December. They have just celebrated their son’s wedding in Dallas,
and are looking forward to making our Passover Seder the kosher Pesach extravaganza that
only they can achieve.
Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes’ challah baking class will enliven the Shabbat tables of those
fortunate enough to claim a place at her seminar, and her Hebrew classes are continuing to
prepare beginners and more experienced readers to participate actively in services and to
ascend the bima for aliyot.
If you have not yet signed up for Mondays in March with our gabbai and instructor on the
inner world of Judaism, Marsha Stemerman, you will want to let her know you will be
attending this year, as the vibrant roster of participants will experience an inspiration and
elevation of their souls!
Our Oneg and Kiddush celebrations, a vital component of the religious observance of
Shabbat, are honored by our members with a richness that gives depth to our spiritual
family gatherings. All of these important activities are interwoven into a fabric of caring
and sharing that foster the blossoming of Congregation Beth Sholom.
When President Andrea Kraft spoke at our recent Board Recognition Service of inviting long
-serving former President Linda Kost to retain a position of leadership as Vice President, we
were reminded of the importance of continuity in growing leaders who continue to build the
congregation.
We have enjoyed many wonderful b’nei and b’not mitzvah in our sanctuary, teaching our
children as prescribed in the Sh’ma. And now, adult learners are participating actively in
our Torah services. Hank Hartstein has been chanting the Haftarah and blessings regularly
and generously. Herb Siegel and Irv Pomeranz have chanted Haftarah and blessings in
celebration of their birthdays. And I invite you, too, to learn, or re-learn, skills that will
deepen your spiritual life in a fun and meaningful way as you join us on the bima.
With love and blessings – Rabbi Karen Allen – 386.254.2773
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At our last Friday night service in February we had our Board Recognition service. Our Officers and
Directors were reintroduced to the Congregation. I had the opportunity to share my experiences
working with our officers and directors to detail some of the many responsibilities that they handle.
As volunteers, we spend a lot of time and energy trying to do what is in the best interest of
Congregation Beth Sholom. As with any organization that depends on volunteers, we are blessed to
have members who freely share their time and talents to do what needs to be done. We are always
looking for members who want to get more involved. If that describes you, please let us know.
It is wonderful that so many people are finding that Congregation Beth Sholom is indeed the “The
Synagogue that Feels like Family.”
Ben Solotoroff has formed the Men’s Club. They meet on the last Sunday of each month. They will be
planning social activities for members of the congregation, sometimes in conjunction with the
Sisterhood to foster a greater involvement of our members.
I would like to thank all our members who attended our Annual Meeting on January 19 th. I’m sure
that the abundant food provided by the Sisterhood was a major factor for the attendance. Once again,
thank you to all the ladies who participated to make the Annual Meeting (Election of Board Members
and review of 2019 Highlights) a success.
Celebrate the holidays with us:
We will celebrate Purim at the Friday evening service on March 13 th.
We will celebrate Passover with our 2nd night Seder on Thursday April 9th. Once again Deanna’s
Catering is providing our wonderful Kosher Dinner. This year we will be hosting the event in The
Villages at The Mulberry Grove Recreation Center. A reservation form (see page 6 ) is included in the
Shofar. As always, we welcome members and guests to join us as Rabbi Allen leads our service with
music and interesting explanations of our customs.
In January and February, as this issue of the Shofar is going to press, the last of our Religious School
students are being called to the Torah as Bat Mitzvahs. Great job Ladies! We look forward to seeing
them continue to worship with us. We have experienced their growth and maturity and continue to
kvell along with their families, as we are their spiritual family.
Learn with us:
Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes continues with her Hebrew classes on Wednesdays at 4 pm. If you’d like to
study with Marnell please contact her to register. (see page 12).
Mondays in March with Marsha – Our gabbai Marsha Stemerman will be holding classes in
Exploring Judaism on Monday afternoons at 4pm. Each class is a separate topic, so you can go to one
or all of them.
We hope to see you soon, whether at a service, the Seder, or a class.

Andrea
Andrea Kraft, President, 352-513-3517
Andrea.Kraft1298-at-gmail.com (replace –at– with @).
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KENNETH STARK, M.D.
Arthritis & Joint Disease Specialist
Board Certified Rheumatologist

Osteoporosis Center

Vista Square
1613 Banning Beach Road
Tavares, FL 32778

Please remember to bring items for the food bank whenever you
come to the shul. They accept food, clothing, and household items.
Everything is given to the needy at no cost.
N A M E TA G S A R E AVA I L A B L E
Let everyone know who you are! Tags are just $15 each.
Mail your check to the synagogue, with a note indicating
the name you want on your nametag.
Contact Dave Englander at 352-504-4402 for more information.
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Sisterhood News
What a great success the annual meeting was. Not only did we get an update on
the Synagogue given by our Synagogue president Andrea Kraft we had a
tremendous meal. There was a great turn out, and thanks to the ladies from
Sisterhood no one went away hungry.
The Tu B’ Shevat Seder was both informative and the food was wonderful. Marsha did an
excellent job of giving us a background of the holiday, and she was an impressive leader of
the Seder. The ladies of the Sisterhood did an admirable job of bringing food that
characterized the holiday.
A thank you to Phylis Berger for donating the door prizes for both the January sisterhood
meeting and for the Tu B’ Shevat Seder. Judy Albin won the prize at the January meeting
and Edith Freiwirth won the one at the Seder.
Dorothy Strauss is busy working on the Sisterhood Cookbook. If you have favorite receipes
please e-mail them to Dorothy at dorothys304-at-gmail.com (replace –at– with @).
There are still openings for the Challah baking class on March 19 th. If you are interested in
attending please call Henrietta Lubin at 708-724-4605 to make your reservations. You will
not want to miss this fun class.
The Knitty Gritty Crafters meetings will be on March 16 th and April 17th at 2:00 pm. They
are held at Beverly Myers’ home. Call Beverly at 352-633-1472 for information on this
community service project for cancer patients.
Our first Spotlight on Charities was held in January. It was a huge success. Debbie Butler
the director of the Leesburg Humane society was very grateful to the ladies of the Sisterhood
for their many donations.
Our March Program should be of great interest to all that are interested in eating healthy
food. Dirty Dog Organic Farm will be sending a representative to talk to us about the
organic produce they grow. The goal of the farm is to help folks eat better while
strengthening the local food market. Aubrey and her Husband Chris Cash own and operate
Dirty Dog Organics Farm in Leesburg. Their store not only sells produce, but many other
items like 100% grass fed meat, eggs, and crafts. They all so offer wildlife rehabilitation.
In April Pier One will be presenting a program on how to decorate for spring. This should be
a fun mini program for all that attend. If you are looking for some new ideas you will not
want to miss this program.
We are still looking for a book to discuss in May. If you have any ideas bring them to the next
meeting.
As always if you have any question or suggestion for Sisterhood please call me.
Dee Marcus, Sisterhood president 352-750-8086
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Exploring Judaism—Adult Education Class
Mondays in March with Marsha
Mon. March 2, 9, 16, and 23 4:00-5:00 at the synagogue
We will be discussing the seven questions asked in Heaven based on the book by the same
name. What will happen in the next life? Who knows? However asking yourself these
questions now can help you focus on this life and how to make it more meaningful and
purposeful.
We will also analyze various prayers connected to our service to better understand their
meaning and how to apply them to our everyday life. Come join us as we develop ways to
live a life using our Jewish spirituality as our guide.
You can attend all classes or individual ones as each session is a stand alone class.
Please sign up as handouts will be given to participants. There is a sign up sheet at the
synagogue or you can contact me by phone or e-mail.
Let us study together to enrich our lives.
Members free—non-members $5 per class
Sign up sheet in synagogue or contact Marsha Stemerman
marshasz2002-at-yahoo.com (replace –at– with @) or 352-630-9259
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Birthdays

Anniversaries
March

3/2
3/4
3/4
3/8
3/8

Rick Feiertag
Mark Simon
Beverly Meyers
Alexis Scholl
Marsha Grabois

3/14
3/17
3/19
3/28
3/29

Judy Mayer
Judy Albin
Pamela Singer Milkman
Bob Roth
Diane Weinbaum

3/5
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/27

Ceb and Gloria Blankenship
Hank and Judy Hartstein
Michael and Diane Levine
Susan and George Brogan
Ben and Marion Solotoroff

4/6
4/11
4/19

Michael and Sheila Saks
Ellen Schafer and Allen Trustman
Mark and Phyllis Simon

April
4/8
4/8
4/10
4/10

Michael Levine
Robyn Dowsey
David Litwack
Hank Hartstein

4/17
4/24
4/27
4/30

Lene Zalla
Bette Croll
Sonia Baerga Treibitz
Fred Jacobs

R’fuah Sh’leima (Get Well Wishes)
to those who have been ill or have had or will have surgery:
Phylis Berger, Francine Rizzotto, Lynne Bloom
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT OUR MI SHEBEIRACH LIST
One of the central Jewish prayers for those who are ill or recovering from illness or accidents is
the Mi Shebeirach. While it may be rare for the patient himself/herself to be at services, a very
close friend or relative will ask that their name be included in the prayer.
Over the years, our Mi Shebeirach list has grown very large and may include names of people
who are now in good health. As a result, we are compiling a new Mi Shebeirach list beginning
April 1st. Fred Jacobs, Board Secretary, has assumed the duties of creating and maintaining
the new Mi Shebeirach list.
Beginning April 1st, please send the names of relatives and very close friends in need of prayer
for healing to Fred at secretary.bethsholom--at-gmail.com. (replace –at– with @). Names on
the current list will not be carried over to the new list. If that person is still in need of prayer,
you must notify Fred so that name can be included on the new Mi Shebeirach list. This new
list will be compiled during April and read at our services beginning April 25 th.
New names to be added to the current list, for reading at services on February 29 th, March 13th,
and March 29th are to be sent to Fred. If needed, the names just added to the old list must be
re-submitted, after April 1st, for inclusion in the new list.
With the warmest regards and heartfelt thanks, the Board, on behalf of the entire
Congregation wishes to express its appreciation to Elly Rothbard for maintaining the Mi
Shebeirach list these past 7 years.
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To the Sisterhood members who brought refreshments to the Annual Meeting:
Dee Marcus, Henrietta Lubin, Marion Solotoroff, Diane Weinbaum
To Marsha Stemerman for leading the Tu B’Shevat Seder
To the Sisterhood members for setting up the Tu B’Shevat Seder and to everyone who brought
the wonderful snacks that we enjoyed afterwards: Diane Weinbaum, Marion & Ben Solotoroff, Bob &
Dee Marcus, Henrietta & Art Lubin, Eileen & Dan Hirschfeld, Anita Sherman, Judy Albin

To Burt and Andrea Kraft for managing the Mah Jongg card orders.
To Elly Rothbard for maintaining the Mi Shebeirach list for so many years.
Oneg and Kiddush Sponsors
Jan 10 Gloria Blankenship in memory of her father, Joseph Selsky
Jan 25 Roz Wenrich and Matthew Cullen in honor of Sidney’s Bat Mitzvah
Feb 14 Henrietta Lubin in memory of her mother, Miriam Z. Kleinfeldt
Feb 29 John and Rosalie Scholl in honor of Lexi’s Bat Mitzvah

Karen & Luis Salvat in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Jack Wagner.
In sympathy to Dee Marcus for the loss of her brother, Jay Victor Noiman:
Bev & Marty Meyers
Dave & Ellen Englander
Marsha Stemerman & Ernie Muller
General Donations:
Robert L Milkman, Elizabeth Morrison, Dorothy Strauss, Roslynd Wenrich, Dale Epstein

David and Betty Chasin

PARKING ALONGSIDE THE BUILDING IS NOW HANDICAP ONLY
We are requesting that those who are able park in the parking lot
across 13th Street so that the parking on the side of our building can
be available for those members and guests who have mobility issues.
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Thurdays at 1 pm
March 19th in the main conference room, April 16th inside the library
Sumter County Administration and Library Building
7375 Powell Rd., Wildwood
The Rabbi’s Roundtable series explores the current arc of Torah portions along with Jewish
spiritual traditions and how they affect our personal experiences and aspirations.
The roundtable provides a unique opportunity to talk with Rabbi Allen as she leads an
informal and interactive discussion focusing on topics of contemporary Jewish interest .

Learn to Read Hebrew with Dr. Marnell LaRoe Hayes
Hebrew class takes place on Wednesdays at 4 pm at the synagogue.
Everyone is welcome, regardless of experience.
To register call Marnell at 352-609-2987
Members free—non-members $5 per class
No class on April 8th
Support Linda Kost when she participates in the
American Diabetes Association Tour de Cure. This is her 14th year participating in one of
their events, and her 40th year living with diabetes.
Help the ADA in their mission to prevent and cure diabetes and to improve the lives of the 30
million Americans who face the challenges of living with diabetes every day.
Go to http://main.diabetes.org/goto/LindaKost
to make a secure credit card donation on Linda’s page on the ADA website.
If you prefer to pay by check, make it out to ‘American Diabetes Association’ and give it to Linda when you see
her, or mail it to Linda Kost, 9175 SW 89th Loop, Ocala, FL 34481.
Your donations are 100% tax deductible.
Your generosity in the past has helped Linda raise over $28,000 in the past 13 years.!

LENDING LIBRARY
ON OUR BOOK SHELF!
Did you know that the books on
the book shelf next to the gift shop are there for you to
borrow?
They are all connected to Judaism or Jewish themes
in some way. Feel free to bring them home to read.
All we ask is that you return them when you are
finished with them.
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WE NEED YOU TO
SPONSOR AN ONEG SHABBAT OR KIDDUSH
There are many reasons to be a sponsor:
birthdays, anniversaries, special occasions,
remembering a loved one, or just celebrating Shabbat.
Upcoming Dates:
March 13—Bob and Dee Marcus in memory of Dee’s brother
March 28—Diane Weinbaum in celebration of her birthday
April 25—Saturday—David and Yvette Litwack in
celebration of all the April birthdays (including Dave’s)
May 8—Helene Bachmann in memory of her mother
May 23—Herb Siegel in honor of Memorial Day
June 12—Dave and Ellen Englander Anniversary
June 27—Herb Siegel in honor of July 4th
July 10—Friday—Available
July 25—Saturday —Available
August 14—Henrietta Lubin in memory of her father
August 29—Ben and Marion Solotoroff in memory of their
daughter, Alyssa

You don’t need a reason—
just a willingness to
take a turn
You don’t have to do it
alone—ask a friend or
group of friends to
co-sponsor with you
Sponsors bring the food.
We provide wine and
paper goods
To reserve your date, call
Anita Sherman at
352-787-9681

ADD YOUR LOVED ONE TO THE MEMORIAL BOARD
Memorializing a loved one with a permanent plaque in the sanctuary is a wonderful
opportunity to honor their memory.
The cost of a plaque is $300, 2 or more are $275 each
Contact Fred Jacobs for more information.
Secretary.BethSholom-at-gmail.com (replace –at– with @) or 352-633-0500.

EXPLANATION OF DATES ON YAHRZEIT LIST
We give our members the option to observe yahrzeit on the secular date (the actual date of
passing) or the Hebrew date. If there is no Hebrew date next to a name, it is because their
family prefers to observe yahrzeit on the secular calendar date.
To add a loved one to the yahrzeit list, contact Linda Kost and provide the names and
relationship of the congregant and relative, and the actual date of passing including the year.
Please indicate whether you wish to observe yahrzeit on the secular or Jewish date.
Contact Linda at intofrogs-at-gmail.com (replace –at– with @) or 352-315-0309
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IN MEMORIAM: THE FOLLOWING YAHRZEITS ARE OBSERVED
The congregation expresses condolences to Ernie Muller on the loss of his son, EJ Muller,
who passed away on January 7th and to Dee Marcus on the loss of her brother, Jay Victor
Noiman who passed away on February 3rd. May their memory be for a blessing.

The following names will be read from the Bimah on March 13
Fanny Levine
Aunt
of Helen Jacobs
17 Adar 1
Serita Resnik
Sister
of Hank Hartstein
18 Adar 1
Al Shanky
Past Pres
of The Congregation
19 Adar 1
Stanley Lax
Husband
of Phyllis Lax
20 Adar 1
Melvin Mularsky
Brother
of Freddie Mularsky
Howard Wiener
Member
of The Congregation
24 Adar 1
Morris Treibitz
Father
of Sheldon & Robert Treibitz
Betty Mularsky
Mother
of Freddie Mularsky
Gary Englander
Son
of David and Ellen Englander
1 Nisan
The following names will be read from the Bimah on March 28
Albert Rodrigues
Nephew
of Elly Rothbard
3 Nisan
Donald Bloom
Husband
of Lynne Bloom
Solomon Siegel
Grandfather
of Herb Siegel
Seymour Beckman
Husband
of Marion Beckman
Maurice M. Berger M.D. Husband
of Phylis Berger (on wall)
9 Nisan
April Jacobs
Daughter
of Fred and Helen Jacobs
13 Nisan
Kathleen Rosenzweig
Sister
of Hank Hartstein
13 Nisan
Coleman Treibitz
Brother
of Sheldon & Robert Treibitz
Sylvia Bokow
Friend
of Gloria Blankenship
14 Nisan
Nettie Altshul
Mother-in-law
of Stephen Berger
Nathan Subit
Father
of Bette Croll
19 Nisan
Adela Ide Weinstein
Mother
of Yvette Litwack
22 Nisan
Dolly Norman
Mother
of Darlene Marcus
Sanford Russell
Husband
of Joan Russell
Helen Weinberger
Mother
of Judy Marshall
24 Nisan
Ruth Marx
Mother
of Ellen Englander
26 Nisan
Harry Jacobs
Father
of Fred Jacobs
30 Nisan
The following names will be read from the Bimah on April 25
Michele Hartstein
Brother
of Hank Hartstein
2 Iyar
Ike Leon Glickson
Grandfather
of David Chasin
Herman Warshaw
Step Father
of Marsha Stemerman
5 Iyar
Mordecai Malc
Father
of Helen Jacobs
7 Iyar
Justin Simon
Father
of Mark Simon
Steven Cohan
Son
of Phyllis Stern
Abraham Weinbaum
Grandfather
of Diane Weinbaum
12 Iyar

13-Mar
14-Mar
15-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar
20-Mar
21-Mar
24-Mar
26-Mar
28-Mar
31-Mar
1-Apr
3-Apr
3-Apr
7-Apr
7-Apr
7-Apr
8-Apr
11-Apr
13-Apr
16-Apr
16-Apr
16-Apr
18-Apr
20-Apr
24-Apr
26-Apr
26-Apr
29-Apr
1-May
1-May
1-May
6-May

Congregation Beth Sholom
315 North 13th Street
Leesburg, FL 34748
Phone: 352-326-3692

OUR FOUNDERS
Joseph & Jennie Ehrlich

Ted Ehrlich

Max & Frieda Idolson

Max & Blanche Kessler

Walter & Lillie Kessler

William Lipsitz

George & Sybil Satin

Berte Rita Bloch

Jack & Lillian Satin

* LED SERVICES:

*Getzel & Betty
Mularsky

*William & Dorothy
Lieberman

